
We the People, 2011. Shoelaces. 96 x 324 inches. In collaboration with the Fabric Workshop and Museum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Collection Speed Art Museum, Louisville, Kentucky; Gift of the 
Speed Contemporary, 2016.1. © The Speed Art Museum, Louisville, Kentucky.
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Nari Ward: We the People is an exhibition 
of sculptures and installations by the artist 
Nari Ward. Much of the work is created 
by accumulating staggering amounts of 
humble materials and repurposing them 
in surprising ways. Over the past three 
decades, Ward has addressed such topics 
as historical memory, political and economic 
disenfranchisement, racism, and democracy. 

While the exhibition does not have any 
graphic content—the work does make 
reference to issues such as chattel slavery, 
the Underground Railroad, immigration and 
naturalization, racism, etc. The exhibition 
will be accessible and interesting for 
visitors of all ages especially since much 
of the work is created with recognizable 
materials including baseball bats, oven pans, 
shoelaces, strollers, fire hoses, and more. 
Visitors who spend time with the work and 
engage with the wall panels will find many 
layers of meaning and will bring their own 
interpretations to the artwork. 

The viewers should not touch any of the 
work in the exhibition although they are 
invited to walk on the path of firehoses in 
the piece Amazing Grace (1993). This same 
piece has a sound element of a gospel song. 

Glory (2004) also has an audio component 
as part of the work. The work Spellbound 
(2015) has a video and sound element. 

We encourage parents and teachers to 
review the Teacher Guide and engage with 
CAMH’s FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 
Team if there are further questions about 
the exhibition.

 

 

Ground (In Progress), 2015. Copper, brick, and darkening patina. 2 1/2 x 144 x 144 inches. 
Collection Jorge Jelicic.


