
CAMHLAB at Freedmen’s Town Overview

CAMHLAB is an ongoing artist-in-residence initiative that supports artists working within and in
partnership with the Museum to develop new work and ideas. CAMHLAB offers critical and
early-stage direct support of artists’ process and production of new and timely work through
short-term residencies and long-term collaborations with artists. CAMHLAB residencies seek to
connect artists directly with audiences through catalytic and unexpected experiences of
contemporary art.

For this context-specific iteration of CAMHLAB at Freedmen’s Town, artists will be selected for
projects that highlight, honor, and animate the critical histories and stories of Freedmen’s Town
in collaboration with Houston Freedmen’s Town Conservancy (HFTC).

The purpose of place-based residencies is three-fold: 1) To share the story of emancipation in a
way that is contemporary, relevant, and impactful in a large metropolitan city; and 2) to
signalFreedmen's Town’s intent to serve as a leading artistic and spiritually significant storytelling
center for Black art and artists in the Southern U.S. and to amplify Black voices within a historic
Freedmen's Town; and to 3) support the regeneration of the Freedmen’s Town community
through workshops and skill shares that promote healing. Further, the invited slate of artists will
highlight the extraordinary cultural resource of artists living and working in Houston.

CAMHLAB artists-in-residence programs will position local and nationally recognized artists in
residencies alongside historians, archivists, and urban planners engaged with the project.
These activations will further contribute to robust discussions around local issues of social
justice, equity, land use, and art.

In line with Houston Freedmen’s Town Conservancy’s goals, CAMHLAB at Freedmen’s Town
program aims to generate research, contextualize and connect artists and the general public to
the stories of Freedmen’s Town.

A Freedmen’s Town Research Fellow will consolidate research and documentation efforts within
Freedmen’s Town and act as the research guide for CAMHLAB artists-in-residence, connecting
each artist to historic resources to support their work.

The individual artist residencies are typically one month in duration—artists will be provided a
dedicated workspace and supported by the HFTC x CAMH Project Manager and CAMHLAB
Manager. In addition, CAMH will provide support to realize artists’ projects and make
connections throughout the neighborhood with the guidance of the HFTC x CAMH Engagement
Manager. Artists will be encouraged to use other engagement methods to introduce themselves
to HFTC and CAMH audiences, including Instagram takeovers, meetings with CAMH’s Teen
Council, and Freedmen’s Town Community Town Hall events.

If selected, artists-in-residence are required to attend a Freedmen’s Town History Tour led by
HFTC x CAMH Engagement Manager.

5216 Montrose Boulevard #TrustArtists
Houston, Texas 77006 #atCAMH
CAMH.ORG @camhouston

https://camh.org/art/camhlab/


Each residency will culminate in a public presentation of a project within Freedmen’s Town. The
residencies will commence in April 2023 and proceed monthly throughout the project.

CAMHLAB at Freedmen’s Town Background

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston (CAMH), Houston Freedmen’s Town Conservancy
(HFTC), the City of Houston (COH), and artist Theaster Gates recently announced their
partnership to promote Houston Freedmen’s Town as a monument of Black community, agency,
and heritage through the multi-year Rebirth in Action: Telling the Story of Freedom initiative.

The project's first phase includes community engagement and artist-led activations through a
continuation of CAMH’s artist residency program CAMHLAB.

The Houston Freedmen’s Town Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that protects
and preserves the history of Freedmen’s Town for the benefit of future generations. The
conservancy supports community engagement, re-education, and heritage tourism while
preserving the historic legacy of Freedmen’s Town, inspiring all through education and
awareness of its unique story.

Established in 1948, Contemporary Arts Museum Houston (CAMH) is one of the oldest
non-collecting contemporary art museums in the country and is internationally known for
presenting pivotal and landmark work by artists recognized as the most important of the 20th
and 21st centuries. CAMH’s mandate is to be present, to connect artists and audiences through
the urgent issues of our time, and to adventurously promote the catalytic possibilities of
contemporary art. CAMH’s programming in and beyond the Museum is presented free to the
public and advocates for artists’ essential role and impact in society.

CAMHLAB at Freedmen’s Town Prompt

Applicants are encouraged to submit innovative project proposals that center regeneration and
healing for Freedmen’s Town legacy residents living in the community.

Questions to consider:
How will your residency impact the Freedmen’s Town Community?

How can your project engage with the Rebirth in Action research fellows to connect your project
to the historic legacy of Freedmen’s Town?

How can your project equip Freedmen’s Town legacy residents through workshops and
skillshares that can be sustained in the community after completing your residency?
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